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WELCOME TO A COMMUNITY GROUP 
 

Welcome to a Holy Trinity Church community group! You may be asking, 
―What is a community group?‖ Well, community groups at Holy Trinity 
Church help us connect on four levels: 

 Connect to God: All people were designed for relationship with 
God, and God has always been gathering a people to himself. If our 
community groups excel at the other three points of connection 
below, but fail to connect people to the one true and living God, then 
we‘ve failed. Ultimately, the only thing that will matter in this life is if 
our relationship with God has been restored.  Through God‘s acts in 
history, He has provided for our redemption through the person and 
work of Jesus Christ. No matter where you are on your spiritual 
journey, the others in your community group will be journeying 
alongside you by studying God‘s Word, and collectively you will be 
learning how to be re-connected with God. 

 Connect to the Word: We at Holy Trinity Church are confident that 
God has spoken to humanity through the Bible, and since God has 
spoken we need to listen! Therefore, the study of God‘s Word is 
paramount in your community group experience.  We believe as Jesus 
said in Luke 24:44-47, that all of God‘s Word is fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ.  Through our study of the Word, we will always connect the 
text back to the larger story of God‘s redeeming acts, culminating in 
Jesus Christ.   

 Connect to other people: Most of us reside in the bustling city of 
Chicago, but we are often isolated from authentic community. We 
were made for relationship with each other. Participation in a 
community group will allow you to connect to other people through 
our common exploration of the Bible and related times of fellowship. 

 Connect to the city: We believe God has called Holy Trinity Church 
to be on a mission for his kingdom. This desire comes from what we 
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have experienced through being in communion with God, and the 
resulting joy and hope in our life. We want to include as many people 
as possible to experience our community. God cares about each and 
every Chicagoan! Consequently, we give of our own time and 
resources to serve others in Chicago so that everyone in Chicago can 
be part of God‘s community. Community Groups will endeavor to 
develop participant‘s hearts with a desire to serve the poor and 
disenfranchised, including by serving as a group during two Hope 
For Chicago Service Days. 

 
Community Group gatherings 
Community Groups meet weekly in homes from mid-September to early 
May.  Each group may take a slightly different approach, but generally the 
time (typically 2 hours) is broken down between discussion of a previously 
assigned Biblical text, prayer, and social interaction over dessert or periodic 
dinners.  
 
You are most welcome! 
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FALL 2009 COMMUNITY GROUP CALENDAR  

 

Week of: 

Sep 21   Dinner and   Joshua 1:1-18 
 Introductory Study #1 personal study/sermons/group discussion 
 (welcome, expectations, introduction to Romans) 
 
Sep 28   Group Study #2    Joshua 2:1-24  

personal study/sermon/group discussion 
 
Oct 5  Group Study #3   Acts 5:27-42  

personal study/sermon/group discussion 
 
Oct 12  Group Study #4  Joshua 3:1-17  

personal study/sermon/group discussion 
 
Oct 19  Dinner and   Joshua 4:1-24  
 Abbreviated Study #5 personal study/sermon /group discussion 
 
Oct 26  Group Study #6   Joshua 5:1-12  
     personal study/sermon/group discussion 
 
Nov 2  Group Study #7  Joshua 5:13-15  
     personal study/sermon/group discussion 
 
Nov 9 Group Study #8   Joshua 6:1-27  
     personal study/sermon/group discussion  
 
Nov 16  Group Study #9   Joshua 7:1-26  
     personal study/sermon/group discussion 
 
Nov 23  No group study due to Thanksgiving  
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Nov 30  Group Study #10   Joshua 8:1-35  
 personal study/sermon/group discussion 

 
Dec 7  Group Study #11 - Advent #1  

 personal study/sermon/group discussion  
 
No group studies until January 11 
(Groups continue through to the week of May 10th)  

 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

This study was written by Arthur Jackson, Associate Pastor Holy Trinity 

Church (with the exception of study #3), and with the input from the other 

members of the Pastoral staff at HTC.  Tom Barrett is responsible for the 

final format of the study, and any mistakes are mine.   

 

For God‘s Glory, 

Tom Barrett   
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A Journey through Joshua 1 – 8 
 
Welcome to 2009 Community Groups! 
 
Over the next 3 months we will be studying Joshua 1—8 together.  
Compared to prior years, we have a new format, a format we believe will 
help us to understand the text, God and our ourselves, as well as to help us 
to apply the text to life.  
 
Objectives of this study guide: 

 Greater growth:  We believe that the daily study of God‘s Word is 
critical for your spiritual growth.  We are providing you with 
materials to study, in an accountable context, in order to foster 
greater growth in the Gospel.   

 Greater application:  The opportunity to study a scripture passage a 
number of times personally, to hear a sermon preached on the text, 
and then to discuss it in your Community Group will allow for 
greater understanding and application. 

 
How it works 
We are asking you to engage the Biblical text through: 

 Personal study - Study each passage on your own three times; 

 A Sunday Sermon - Hear a sermon preached on the text;  

 Community Group study - Discuss and apply the passage with the others 
in your community group.  

 
Personal Study 
We suggest that you find a regular time and place for 30 minutes each day to 
learn from the Scriptures.  You will need a pen or pencil, your Bible, a 
notebook and study materials.  In the following pages, each study suggests 
three readings for each text, along with a set of questions for each reading, 
each with a slightly different focus. 

 God: What does this passage tell you about God? 
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 Yourself: What does this passage tell you about yourself (or people in 
general)? 

 Your life: What does this passage tell you about how you should live? 
 
Sunday Sermons 
Typically each Sunday you will hear a sermon based on the same text as the 
Community Group study.  Our prayer is that the sermon will be meaningful 
resource for understanding and applying the Biblical text.  The Sunday 
sermon will also be available online at www.htcchicago.org for those unable 
to make the service, or if you would like to listen again.   
 
Community Group Study 
Most weeks you will have a chance to study and discuss the text together in 
your community group (see calendar on next page).   
 
Resources 
 
Resources provided through Holy Trinity Church: 
In order to help you grow in God‘s word, we will provide you with the 
following resources: 

 The Biblical text – the attached studies have the applicable Biblical text 
printed at the beginning of each study.  Our study efforts are 
primarily a study on the Biblical text.   
 

 Personal study questions – the attached studies contain three sets of 
questions for each study.  Arrange your schedule during the week to 
allow for three separate daily readings of this text, attempting to 
answer the questions to the best of your ability. As things come to 
mind when interacting with the Biblical text, make them a matter of 
prayer.    

 

 Study Bible Notes from the ESV Study Bible – Through the generosity of 
the publisher (Crossway Books), we can provide you with a copy of 

http://www.htcchicago.org/
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the ESV Study Bible notes on Joshua.  This resource will be available 
at the Welcome Table at church on Sundays.    

 
Additional optional resources: 
If you would like to study Joshua at a more in depth level, we recommend 
the following commentaries:  
Calvin, John, Joshua 
Hawk, L. Daniel. Joshua: In the Berit Olam Old Testament Series,  
Hess, R. S. Joshua. TOTC. Inter-Varsity, 1996 
Wiersbe, Warren W. Be Strong (Joshua), Chariot Victor Publishing 
Woudstra, M., The Book of Joshua, NICOT, Eerdmans, 1981 
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Study #1: Joshua 1:1-18 

 

Week 1 - Week of September 21st 
Community Group calendar: Introductory Study #1, Dinner 
Text: Joshua 1:1-18 
Ways in which you will interact with the text: 

 Personal study 

 Listen to sermons preached on September 13th (Joshua 1:1-9) and 20th 

(Joshua 1:10-18) 

 Introductory group discussion during week of September 21st  
 

Joshua 1:1-18 (ESV)   
    After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, the Lord said to Joshua 
the son of Nun, Moses' assistant, [2] "Moses my servant is dead. Now 
therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that 
I am giving to them, to the people of Israel.  [3] Every place that the sole of 
your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I promised to Moses.  
[4] From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the river 
Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going 
down of the sun shall be your territory.  [5] No man shall be able to stand 
before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with 
you. I will not leave you or forsake you.  [6] Be strong and courageous, for 
you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to 
give them.  [7] Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do 
according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. Do not turn 
from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success 
wherever you go.  [8] This Book of the Law shall not depart from your 
mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful 
to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way 
prosperous, and then you will have good success.  [9] Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do 
not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go."  
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    [10] And Joshua commanded the officers of the people, [11] "Pass 
through the midst of the camp and command the people, 'Prepare your 
provisions, for within three days you are to pass over this Jordan to go in to 
take possession of the land that the Lord your God is giving you to possess.' 
"  
    [12] And to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh 
Joshua said, [13] "Remember the word that Moses the servant of the Lord 
commanded you, saying, 'The Lord your God is providing you a place of rest 
and will give you this land.'  [14] Your wives, your little ones, and your 
livestock shall remain in the land that Moses gave you beyond the Jordan, but 
all the men of valor among you shall pass over armed before your brothers 
and shall help them, [15] until the Lord gives rest to your brothers as he has 
to you, and they also take possession of the land that the Lord your God is 
giving them. Then you shall return to the land of your possession and shall 
possess it, the land that Moses the servant of the Lord gave you beyond the 
Jordan toward the sunrise."  
    [16] And they answered Joshua, "All that you have commanded us we will 
do, and wherever you send us we will go.  [17] Just as we obeyed Moses in all 
things, so we will obey you. Only may the Lord your God be with you, as he 
was with Moses!  [18] Whoever rebels against your commandment and 
disobeys your words, whatever you command him, shall be put to death. 
Only be strong and courageous."  
 
 
 
First Reading – What does the text tell us about God? 

1. Circle all the references to ―God‖/‖the Lord‖ in the text. 
 

2. Note the references to ―divine action‖ (God‘s activity)—either past 
or present. What do these references tell us about God? 

 
 
 
 


